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Field Day Approaches 


—By Robert KASWSS 


Field Day 2022 is right around the corner. Looks 
like we'll be on the air in person at Sonoma 
Skypark. In the past we've had to up three 
stations on the air at the same time, giving 
everyone an opportunity to try their hand at 
making contacts on the air. Prior experience is 
not required. Every one of us started out the 
same way. Partner up with another operator 
and see how things are done. 


A big draw has always been the Saturday potluck 
dinner. Bring something to share with others 
and join in on the feast. 


If you cannot join us for Field Day there is still an 
opportunity to assist the club. Operate from 
your home station and be sure to mention the 
Valley of the Moon ARC in your log entry to add 
your results to the club's aggregate score. Every 
single QSO helps. 


June 2022 


We'll be covering all of this and more at our next 
VOMARC meeting on Wednesday, June 

15th. Zoom meeting details will be emailed out 
at a later date. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, June 18, 2022, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: : Field Day Planning and VOMARC 
video 


Minutes of the May 18 Meeting 


Members: KASWSS (Robert), KE6HID (Andrew), 
KB6CLV (Simon), W1EJ (Ed), N7PIB (Sanford), 
WD6BOR (Darrel), WB6TMH (Mike), N6LY 
(Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), KD6FIL (Dave), KB6DTL 
(Steve) 


BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter?- Motion Made and Seconded- 
minutes approved as written 


OFFICER REPORTS 

Newsletter Editor - Eileen, KG6QNT- Not Present 
ACS Lead - Moe, KI6JNU- Not Present 

VE LIAISON - ELIZABETH, N6LY 


Upcoming sessions: Jul. 30th (2 signed up) and 
Oct. 29th. 


Masking and reservation still required. 
Last test takers finally got their licenses. 
RADIO OFFICER - MIKE, WB6TMH 

1 session with electronics club 

Weekly Net Control 

This month - Ed, W1EJ 

Next month - Frank, KG6N 

TRUSTEE - DARREL, WD6BOR 


Tower Trailer update - Looking for location to 
park tower trailer. Checking with fire 
department. 


Hamfest - Huge success. Netted over $1,000. 


SECRETARY/TREASURER - DAVE, KD6FIL 
Bank balance - ~$2,000+/- 
Paid for trailer experiences 


No ACS net on the 30th. ACS got $60,000 grant 
to set up shares (on public service frequencies) 
program. Shares Radio- 
https://www.cisa.gov/shared-resources-shares- 


high-frequency-hf-radio-program 
VICE PRESIDENT - ED, W1EJ — No News 
PRESIDENT - ROBERT, KASWSS 
VOMARC Videos are posted on You Tube 


Amateur Radio books for libraries. ARRL library 
sets are no longer offered. These titles are not 
in the Sonoma Valley library and we already 
have all 3 in hand. 


ARRL Antenna Book 

ARRL Handbook 

ARRL Operating Manual 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Announcements 

Next month’s meeting topic: Field Day planning 


Mystery Box drawing - postponed until in-person 
meetings are possible and we can be sure 


COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Jack, 
K6ZMF, has it for now. 


MEETING TOPIC — Video about Slow Scan TV by 
Randy Hill AA6RH 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 
—By Elizabeth N6LY, VOMARC VE Liaison 


Our next test session will be on Saturday, July 30 
in our normal location at the Sonoma Police 
Station EOC. Testing will begin at 10:00 AM and 
advanced reservations are required. Please 
email me, if you are interested in upgrading or 
joining the hobby. 


10:00 AM and 12:30 PM if there is 
Time: enough demand (Reservations 
required) 


Contact: Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey (N6LY) 
Email: | n6ly.emm (at) gmail.com 


lmeation: Sonoma Police Station EOC room 
* 175 1st Street West, Sonoma 


Candidate Requirements: 


e A photo identification or (2) non-photo 
ID's 
FCC Registration Number 
Original and a photocopy of your 
current license (if licensed) 
Any original valid CSCE's and a 
photocopy of each 
e Radiotelegraph license, if held (see VE) 
e Exam fee is $15.00. 


COVID-19 Requirements 


To ensure the health and safety of all 
applicants and examiners, we are still requiring 
everyone in attendance to wear a mask and 
adhere to the requirements below. 


All candidates must reserve a spot 
ahead of time via email. See contact 
info above. 

Sessions limited to ten applicants at a 
time. 

All participants must wear a mask 
(covering both the mouth and nose). 
Candidates must bring their own pens 
and pencils. 

Chairs and desks will be sanitized before 
each session. 


Why Test With Us? 


Every candidate who takes an FCC examination 
with VOMARC is entitled to a free year's worth 
of membership in the club, regardless of 
whether you pass or not! Each applicant is also 
provided with a welcome kit of some helpful 
information on how to get started on their 
Amateur Radio adventure. 


Misc 


e = Carl (N6TTV) made 26 contacts in the AR 
QSO Party and 312 contacts in the WPX CW 
contest. He heard a station in Nepal but was not 
able to make contact. 


e John (W8EWL) got his DX Commander 
vertical antenna up. It's proving to be less noisy 
than his existing end fed antenna. 


e The BBC reports that 2022 marks the 125th 
anniversary of Marconi's first radio broadcast. 


e The Press Democrat reports that anew FM 


broadcast station will be operating soon from 
Bodega Bay. 


POTA Standings 


The Parks on the Air (POTA) program is popular 
with several club members. It's a great way to 
chase entities on the air and to combine radio 
and outdoor activities. The POTA program is set 


up to make participation trivially easy as a 
hunter. Just work stations calling "CQ POTA" 
and check on the POTA site to see your counts 
go up. 

Here are the standings for all known VOMARC 
participants as of May 31, 2022. If you have 
made POTA contacts, either as a hunter or an 
activator, and are not on this list please send us 
a note so we can ensure your numbers are 
included in the next standings results. 


Activators 


Callsign Parks Activations 


N6LY 75 114 
K6YD 4 


Hunters 


Callsign Parks 


N7PIB 2292 
N6LY 369 
K6YD 156 
KA5WSS 


N6TTV 
W1EJ 


N6FP 
K6CLS 
KD6FIL 


Parks on the Air Fun 
—Submitted by Elizabeth- N6LY 


We went to a few new parks, this month, for 
Parks on the Air fun. 


Currently | have activated 69 unique parks, while 
working on my Kilo at a few local parks. 


It looks like Sonoma Coast State Park will be the 
park | will be getting a Kilo at, 1,000 QSOs from 
the same park. So far | have 653 QSOs at 
Sonoma Coast, with Petaluma Adobe not too far 
behind, with 505. 


Evidently Sanford (N7PIB) has contacted me 50 
plus times, while | have been out at the 

parks. Thank you for finding me, even when | 
can't spot myself. 


It is a lot of fun getting out in the parks, enjoying 
nature and working the radio. We are always 
trying new set-ups, practicing for emergencies. 


This month has been a challenge with Sun Spots, 
extremely windy, foggy days, and getting to 
some remote parks. 


May 7- Mount Zion State Forest and Indian 
Grinding Rock, near Pine Grove. 


For some reason, this park (Indian Grinding 
Rock) was full, no parking. 


A nice ranger, let us go up the Authorized 
Personnel Road, to park and activate. 
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April 16- Boggs Mountain State Forest, Anderson 
Marsh Historic Park, and Clear Lake 
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On April 16, we went up to Colusa County, 
where we activate two Natl Wildlife Preserves 
and a State Park. One of our windier days. 


Petaluma Adobe. One of our favorites 
rangers are very nice and supportive. 


VOMARC Trailer Report 


—by Darrel WD6BOR 


The VOMARC trailer is finished and debuted at 
the Hamfest on April 23. We went a bit over 
budget, but Alan told me he thought an 
equivalent rig would probably run $90,000 if 
purchased by a government agency. That made 
me feel better. Our final cost was about $4,300. 


We put the club’s R-7 vertical up for the 
hamfest. There were a couple photos of the 
trailer and antenna in the May newsletter. That 
was the first real deployment of the tower and 
antenna and let us figure out the best sequences 
for set-up and take-down. 


VOMARC had an antenna trailer that we built 
twenty years ago using a Harbor Freight foldable 
8’ trailer, some Harbor Freight trailer jacks, a 
couple winches and a sheet of *%” plywood. We 
had a three-section bolt-together tower a 
member had donated to the club that we were 
able to use with a donated beam antenna. | was 
able to sell the old trailer for $100. 


The whole rig worked very well and could be 
erected in about an hour. There was some extra 
work driving stakes for the guy ropes, but we 
were able to work many Field Days with that 
trailer. The years took their toll on the rig, so it 
wasn’t usable any more. When Jim KBUUW 
passed away, the family donated the crank up 
sectional tower to the club. | designed the trailer 
to use Jim’s tower. 


The advantage of Jim’s tower is that it is 
comprised of ten-foot sections instead of the 
usual twenty-foot sections most manufacturers 
use. | was able to design a tower trailer that Old 
Vomard Tdidn’t require cantilevering the tower 
over a pivot. The trailer we now have is twenty 
feet from hitch to the rear, weighs 1,500 pounds 
and has outriggers so that under normal wind 
conditions it doesn’t need to be guyed. 


We also have Jim’s Yaesu G-800 antenna rotor, 
sO We won’t need to use a rope and the 
Armstrong method to rotate the beam antenna 
once it’s in the air. | designed the trailer so we 
can carry both the club three band beam and the 
20-meter monobander to the operating site. 


The rotor has a broken connector. | haven’t been 
able to find a replacement, but If | can’t find 
something soon, I'll make a redneck repair on it 
so it’s operational for Field Day. I’ve ordered the 
rotor cable and will test it on the bench before 
installing it on the tower. 


Ill write up a set-up procedure so we can have a 
training session when we deploy the tower and 
raise the antenna. The associated hardware and 
cabling can now be stored in a locked tool box 
on the trailer so it will be ready to use in the 
case of an emergency. 


| want to thank everyone who pitched in to get 
this built. | think the club is good for at least 
another twenty years of field operating. 


Old VOMARC Trailer 


(See Photos on next page.) 


—Photos submitted by Darrel WD6BOR 


JIM’s OLD RADIO 


—By Ed W1EJ 


| was jealous! About six years ago ona trip toa 
ham swap, Lincoln | think, Jim KEUUW scored a 
sweet deal on a Kenwood TH-D72 HT. | could 
hardly believe it, $150 for a radio like the one | 
bought new a year or two before for $450. How 
had | missed it? | don’t remember what | bought 
that day but | do recall riding back to Sonoma 
with Jim in the rear seat helping him test out his 
new radio, it worked! 


Fast forward a couple of years and sadly, Jim 
became a silent key. At his family’s request, our 
club members helped sort out and inventory 
Jim’s ham gear collection, and eventually they 
decided to donate it all to the club. Items that 
club members were interested in buying were 
reserved and some prices estimated. Other 
items were sold at our ham fests; and of course 
the crank up tower ended up on our new “Jim 
Hill KEUUW” trailer. | sought out one item, the 
TH-D72. | had recently lost mine on a SOTA 
outing and wanted a replacement. 


The club price on the radio was $200, subject to 
it being in good working order. | took it home 
and tested it out starting with APRS because it is 
so useful for SOTA. If you are out of cell phone 
coverage, an APRS message allows you to self- 
spot so chasers know where you are. | set up 
APRS and it worked great. Simplex worked; 
repeaters did not respond. After double 
checking PL tone and shift settings | decided 
there was a problem. Eventually | figured out 
that no PL tone was being generated. | set PL to 
254.1 and could not hear it on a nearby radio; 
but, from the other radio to the D72 | could hear 
the tone. | did a firmware update and hard 
resets but still no PL. 


| talked to Dave (KD6FIL) and offered to buy it 
for $50 since it was still useful for simplex and 
APRS and that is what | paid. | then decided to 
see if it could be repaired for a reasonable cost. 


Why? Well, it is nice to be able to work through 
repeaters; and, since the D72 works full duplex, 
it can be used for satellite contacts but that 
requires PL tones. So, | contacted Kenwood 
about repairs, and they referred me to their 
authorized repair company, United Radio, in East 
Syracuse New York. | contacted them, filled out 
the paperwork, and sent it off for an estimate in 
May last year. 


After a week or two the UR tech advised that the 
problem was a cracked control board, and repair 
would be $90 labor plus the part if available or, 
if | didn’t want it repaired then no charge except 
for return shipping or, no charge for disposal. | 
asked them to proceed with the repair. For 
many months | got regular update emails 
“waiting for parts”. Finally in March they had the 
replacement board ($150) so! gave them the OK 
to fix it. So, for the $50 to buy it, and the $280 
for repair, parts, tax, and shipping | have a good 
working $330 radio. | see used ones for sale for 
close to that but mine has been “adjusted, 
completely aligned, and tested”; besides that, it 
is “Jim’s Old Radio” which makes it priceless 
Who knows, someday one of our members will 
acquire “Ed’s Old Radio”. | miss Jim. 


QSL Card Inbox 


This is a nice, hard to get, DXCc country. Mount 
Athos is in Greece, but it counts as a separate 
entity for award purposes due to its isolation 
and autonomy. | worked Monk lakovos 
(SV2RSG/A) on both 20M and 40M using FT8. 
This is the only Mount Athos station I’d ever 
heard on the air. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 


VOLUME 26 EDITION 6 A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE 
VALLEY OF THE MOON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED WIEJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2022 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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